






A. Background of the Study 
In learning English we have to know four skills that are speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. And from the four skills we can apply in 
our environment including applying in a school environment or class, 
especially in applying speaking skill. Because speaking is the most 
important skill for students to learn,  with speaking we can communicate 
with people. 
 In speaking skill, students should have good abilities in 
pronunciation, grammar, and expressing the ideas fluently with 
appropriate word choices. As we know learning language, especially 
English, the students have to beable to master all the aspects such as 
spelling, vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar and so on. Among the 
aspects, pronunciation is very important in communicating using English. 
Because of the different ways of pronunciation or only sound will change 
the meaning very far from the real meaning. Pronunciation itself is how to 
pronounce or make the correct sound when mentioning a word, to 
pronounce words, we push the air from our lungs through the throat and 
vocal cords, then through the mouth pass the tongue and the space 
between the teeth and the lips. Sometimes air also moves through our 
noses. And to change the sound made, we use the muscles of the mouth, 
tongue and lips to control the shape of the mouth and air flow. If we can 
control our mouth shape and air flow properly, so our pronunciation is 
clear and others understand us more easily. In reality, the researcher still 
find that many students in Junior Hight School still have difficulties in 
pronouncing words especially class VII. And these students have 
difficulties in pronouncing vowels, diphthongs, and consonants in English. 
 According to Yates and  Zielinski (2009:11), “pronunciation refers 




speak. It includes the particular consonants and vowels of a language 
(segments), aspects of speech beyond the level of the individual segments, 
such as stress, timing, rhythm, intonation, phrasing, (suprasegmental 
aspects), and how the voice is projected (voice quality). Although we often 
talk about these as if they were separated, they all work together in 
combination when we speak. So that difficulties in one area may impact 
on others like the sound which spoken, and it is the combined result that 
makes someone’s pronunciation easy or difficult to understand”. 
 So, the pronunciation of English is not the same as the 
pronunciation of Indonesian. In Indonesian what is written is what is said, 
the example in the pronunciation of the letter U on the writing of Book 
read remains U, while U in English can be pronounced differently for 
example "cut" and "put". In English many words are similar but the 
pronunciation is different like the word Very with Ferry. 
So if wrong in pronunciation will be wrong in the conversation. It 
will make our interlocutor difficult to understand what we are talking 
about. If speaking in English with peer Indonesian people, may not be too 
many problems, because most of the pronunciation of our people were not 
considered. But this will be felt when talking with strangers, there may 
have been experienced even though it seems to have uttered the sentence 
correctly but our opponent does not understand what we say and ask to 
repeat again. 
English conversation class where English lessons are devoted to 
speaking skills. And English conversation class aims to enable students to 
speak English fluently. 
Based on the observation and interviews conducted by the 
researcher to the grade VII students of MTs Negeri Sukoharjo, some 
problems were still found in the students’ abilities in English, especially in 
pronunciation ability on speaking skills. The students’ speaking skills were 
relatively low. They still found difficulties in pronuncing English words. 
To be able to speak, rather than pronunciation, the richness of vocabulary 




B. Limitation of the Study 
Limitation of this study is on teaching techniques in pronunciation 
on speaking skills at the seventh grade of MTs Negeri Sukoharjo in 2017-
2018 academic year. The researcher wants to know the teaching 
techniques in pronunciation ability on speaking skills and the students' 
response to the techniques. 
 
C. Problem Statement 
Considering the background, this research investigated the teaching 
techniques in pronunciation on speaking skills. The following research 
questions were raised: 
1. What techniques does the teacher use in teaching pronunciation in  
English conversation class? 
2. What are the students' responses to the teacher's techniques? 
3. What difficulties do teachers face using the techniques? 
 
D. Objective of the Study 
Based on problem statement the objectives could be as follows : 
1. Identifying the English teachers' techniques in teaching pronunciation 
in English conversation class. 
2. Identifying the students' responses on the techniques used by the  
teachers in teaching pronounciation. 
3. Identifying difficulties do teacher face using the techniques. 
 
E. Significance of the Study  
The result of this study will be useful in some ways, there are  
theoritical and practical significance : 
1. Theoritical significance 
a.  It is expected to be a material to increase activity learning process 




b.  It is expected to be useful to add to the completeness teaching 
references so as to broaden prospective insights teachers and 
teachers. 
c. As a positive contribution to the development of science especially 
in the field of education. 
2. Practical significance 
a. This research can be used as input for MTs Negeri Sukoharjo to 
improve students' learning motivation. 
b. For the researcher could be used as reference material for further 
research. 
 
F. Research Paper Organization 
Chapter I is introduction. It consists of background of the study, 
limitation of the study, problem statement, objective of the study, 
significance of the study, and research paper organization. 
Chapter II is review of related literature which consists of previous 
study, notion of teaching technique, notion of speaking skill, elements of 
speaking, notion of pronunciation, category of pronunciation.   
Chapter III is research method which consists of type of the research, 
object of  the research, data and data source,  method of collecting data, 
data validity,  technique for analyzing data.  
Chapter IV is finding and discussion.  
Chapter V is conclusion, recomendation and suggestion. 
 
 
